DR. SARA YAEL HIRSCHHORN
Curriculum Vitae and List of Publications

Visiting Assistant Professor in Israel Studies
Crown Family Center for Jewish and Israel Studies, Northwestern University

Rm. 106 Clarendon Institute, Walton Street 525 W. Hawthorne Place, Unit 1508
Oxford, OX1 2HG UK Chicago, IL 60657, USA

Email: sara.hirschhorn@orinst.ox.ac.uk (M) +1 773.573.2296

Education:

Ph.D., Dept. of History, University of Chicago, June 2012
Field Of Concentration: History of Zionism; The Arab-Israeli Conflict; Modern Middle East History
Dissertation Title: City on a Hilltop: The Participation of Jewish-American Immigrants

Within The Israeli Settler Movement, 1967-1987

[Committee: Prof. Paul Mendes-Flohr [chair], Dr. Orit Bashkin, Prof. John Woods]
M.A. in Middle East Studies, Center for Middle East Studies, University of Chicago, June 2005, GPA 3.92
M.A. Thesis: “Constructing Kahane: Zionism, Judaism, and Democracy in the Religio-Political Discourse

of Rabbi Meir Kahane”

B.A., Political Science/Comparative Politics [with honors] and History, Yale University, June 2003, GPA 3.70

Language Training: Fluent in English, Hebrew, and Spanish. Proficient in Arabic.

Citizenship: United States

Professional Appointments:

Visiting Assistant Professor in Israel Studies

Crown Family Center for Jewish and Israel Studies, Northwestern University (2018-)

Responsibilities include contributing to scholarly research through preparation and publication of second book
manuscript and journal articles, presenting at conferences and academic forums, and other research activities;
academic teaching for undergraduate and graduate programs; engagement in public education, and
participating vigorously in the intellectual and social life of the center.

University Research Lecturer and Sidney Brichto Fellow in Israel Studies,

Faculty of Oriental Studies & Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, University of Oxford (2013-2018)
Responsibilities include contributing to scholarly research through preparation and publication of book
manuscripts and journal articles, presenting at conferences and academic forums, co-convening the Israel
Studies Seminar at the University of Oxford, serving as the university liaison for the Oxford Summer Institute in
Contemporary Judaism, and other research activities; academic teaching for undergraduate and postgraduate
students and providing supervision and examining for BA, MPhil, and DPhil dissertations; admissions and
other committee service; engagement in public education through lectures, writing, consulting and outreach to
lay audiences; working closely with faculty, staff, and students and participating vigorously in the intellectual
and social life of the university. | have also been appointed concurrently as a Junior Research Fellow at
Wolfson College, Oxford (2015-).

Postdoctoral Fellow, Schusterman Center for Israel Studies, Brandeis University (2012-2013)

Responsibilities included preparing journal articles for publication; designing and teaching a course on
modern Israel (and substituting for other professors in their courses as needed); presentation and participation
in the Schusterman Israel Studies Seminar; working closely with faculty, students, departments, and centers at
Brandeis to advance Israel Studies; assisting with outreach to Jewish professionals and the local community,
and participating vigorously in the life of the center.
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Teaching Experience:

Course Modules (syllabi available upon request):

Modern Israel: History, Politics, and Society, 1882-Present
Zionism and Its Critics

The Arab-Israeli Conflict Through Literature and Film

The History and Politics of the Israeli Settler Movement Since 1967
Historiography of the Modern Middle East

University Research Lecturer in Israel Studies, University of Oxford (2013-)

Responsibilities include to teach and examine both undergraduate and postgraduate students enrolled in degree
programs including Hebrew, Jewish Studies, Modern Jewish History, Oriental Studies, and Modern Middle
Eastern Studies, amongst others, at the University of Oxford. | also supervise and examine BA, MSt, and MPhil
dissertations, as well as co-supervise DPhil dissertations and serve as an internal examiner for transfer of
status and doctoral vivas. | occasionally teach foreign-exchange students visiting at Oxford. | also provide
advising and consulting to students outside the university for professional bodies and other faculty.

Guest Lecturer & Co-Professor, Schusterman Center for Israel Studies, Brandeis University (2012-2013)
Responsibilities included serving as regular guest lecturer in the undergraduate lecture course “History of
Modern Israel’”” and co-teaching the graduate seminar on Israeli historiography, as well as serving as an
adviser to both undergraduate and graduate students on research projects and dissertations.

Bessie Piece Prize Preceptor, Dept. of History, University of Chicago (2010-2012)

Responsibilities included overseeing a cohort of fourth-year history undergraduate students with a Middle East
concentration in the preparation of their BA theses for the Dept. of History, designing and teaching a one-
quarter seminar on the historiography of the Middle East, advising students on their BA papers. grading
assignments and providing extensive comments on drafts and working closely with faculty in the execution and
grading of the BA thesis.

Teaching Assistant, Twentieth Century Europe, Dr. Leora Auslander, University of Chicago (Spring 2010)
Teaching Assistant, The Arab-Israeli Conflict, Dr. Bernard Wasserstein, University of Chicago (Winter 2010)
Teaching Assistant, Islamic History and Society 111, Dr. A. Holly Shissler, University of Chicago (Spring 2008)

Other Research Experience:

Research Assistant, Dr. Richard Hellie, Dept. of History, University of Chicago (Summer 2007)
Responsibilities included academic research on the U.S.S.R/Stalin’s role in the establishment of the State of
Israel, as well as preparations for a forthcoming book.

Research Assistant, Human Rights Program, University of Chicago (Summer 2004)

Responsibilities included human rights-related research, serving as summer coordinator for the Activist
Roundtable on ““Democracy, Citizenship, and Participation,” and acting as the graduate student teaching
assistant for two undergraduate classes on human rights.

Research Assistant, Dr. Salim Yaqub, Dept. of History, University of Chicago (Fall 2003)
Responsibilities included research and fact-checking for Dr. Yaqub’s book Containing Arab Nationalism (2004)
on U.S. Foreign policy toward Arab nationalism during the Cold War.

Research Assistant, Dr. Ellen Lust-Okar, Dept. of Political Science, Yale University (Summer 2002-2003)
Responsibilities included extensive academic research and fact-checking for the study Structuring Conflict in
the Arab World: Incumbents, Opponents, and Institutions (2005), and the preparation of several other articles
for publication including a cross-regional study of peace processes.




Research Intern, Ambassador Dennis Ross, Washington Institute for Near East Policy (Summer 2001)
Responsibilities included extensive policy and academic research and writing related to the book The Missing
Peace (2004), as well as assistance in the preparation of other Institute studies on topics such as a quantitative
study of terrorist threats in the Middle East, the Taliban, U.N. sanctions on Iraq, and U.S. oil policy.

Grants and Honors:

Choice Award, Sami Rohr Prize in Jewish Literature (2018)

Finalist, National Jewish Book Awards (2017)

Junior Research Fellowship, Wolfson College, University of Oxford (2015-2018)

Oxford University Press/John Fell Fund Pump-Priming Grant (double-award: Summer 2014, Fall 2017)
Bessie Pierce Prize Preceptorship, Dept. of History, University of Chicago (2010-2012)

Dept. of History/Kunstadter Fund Travel Grant, University of Chicago (Summer 2011)

Social Sciences Division/Janco Fund Research-Travel Grant, University of Chicago (Summer 2010)
Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad (DDRA) Fellowship (2008-2009)

AICE/Schusterman Graduate Student Israel Scholars Award (2008-2012)

University of Chicago Century Fellowship, Full Tuition and Stipend Support Toward PhD (2006-2011)
University of Chicago Gift Aid Fellowship for M.A. program, 2003-2004 (half tuition); 2004-2005 (full tuition)
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS), Arabic Language (Summer 2007, Declined)

David L. Zemsky Fellowship/American Friends of Hebrew University Grant (Summer 2006)

Harold Grinspoon Foundation Israel Study Grant (Summer 2006, 2008-2009)

Jeffrey Parish Fellowship for Study in Israel/Jewish Endowment Foundation, Springfield, MA (Summer 2006)
Yale University Robert C. Bates Summer Traveling Fellowship—Chile (Summer 2002)

American Political Science Association Honors Society (inducted after completion of B.A., June 2003)

Memberships in Professional Associations

Association for Israel Studies (Division Chair 2016-; Nominating Committee 2016-); Association for Jewish
Studies; European Association of Israel Studies; Society of Historians of American Foreign Relations;
American Historical Association

Publications:
Books:
City on a Hilltop: American Jews and the Israeli Settler Movement (Harvard University Press, May 2017)

From Jackson to Johannesburg to Jerusalem and Back: How the 1967 War Turned Diaspora Zionists into White
People (In Progress)

Refereed Journal Articles:
“Operation 1000 for the Settlement of Jewish-American Immigrants in the Occupied Territories: A Case Study
in Government Incentivization of Ethnic Return Migration (Israel Studies 19, No. 3, Fall 2014)

“The Origins of the Redemption in Occupied Suburbia?: The Jewish-American Makings of the West Bank
Settlement of Efrat, 1973-87,” (Middle Eastern Studies 51, Vol. 2, Winter 2015)

“From Goldineh Medinah to Jerusalem of Gold: American Jews and the Memory of Jerusalem in 1967,”
(Revise and Resubmit, Journal of American Jewish History, February 2018)

“Settler Colonialism and Theoretical Alternatives for the Conceptualization of Post-1967 Israel/Palestine”
(In Progress, to be submitted to the Journal of Settler Colonial Studies, Spring 2018)

“Did the 1967 War Turn Diaspora Jews Into White People?” (In Progress)



Book Reviews:
“The Rise of the Individual in 1950s Israel: A Challenge to Collectivism”
International Journal of Middle East Studies 46, No. 2, May 2014.

Book Review: “Unsettling Gaza: Secular Liberalism, Radical Religion, and the Israeli Settler Movement,”
Journal of Religion, January 2013.

Summary Articles:
“Women of the Wall Prevail.” Sightings — The Bulletin of the Martin E. Marty Center for
Religion. May 2013.

“Meeting the Crown Jewel of Jewish History,” Sh’ma: A Journal of Jewish Ideas. October 2013

Recent Academic Conference Papers (Unpublished):

1.From Jackson to Johannesburg to Jerusalem and Back: How the 1967 War Turned Diaspora Zionists Into
White People

Presented at the University of Cape Town Kaplan Centre for Jewish Studies conference, March 2017, the

Association for Israel Studies conference, June 2017, and the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies

David Patterson Lecture, June 2018.

2.Settler Colonialism in Comparative Perspective: What Does the Case of Israel/Palestine Contribute?
Presented at the American Historical Association conference, January 2017 and the Association for Israel
Studies conference, June 2017.

3.Keynote Address: Israeli State Funerals: History, Politics, Mythology, and the Making of Sabra Culture
Presented at the University of Amsterdam Winterschool, January 2017

4. From Goldineh Medinah to Jerusalem of Gold: American Jews and the Memory of Jerusalem in 1967
Presented at the Association for Israel Studies conference, June 2016

5. City on a Hilltop: American Jews and the Israeli Settler Movement Since 1967

Presented at the South African Jewish Museum, April 2018, Rothemere American Institute at the University of
Oxford, February 2018, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Dec. 2017, Haifa University, November 2017, Society
of Historians of American Foreign Relations conference, Washington, D.C., June 2017 and Americans Abroad
conference, Rothemere American Institute, Oxford, April 2016. Accepted for Israel-U.S.: The Special
Relationship conference, University of Sussex.

6. From a Moment to a Movement: The Six Day War, American Jews, and the Occupied Territories™
Presented at the Association for Jewish Studies conference, Boston, December 2015.

7. Addressing Extremism: Theoretical, Historical, and Discursive Approaches to Israeli Ultra-Nationalism
Presented at the Woolf Seminar, University of Cambridge, February 2015, Israel Studies Seminar at the
University of Heidelberg, April 2015, and the Oxford Summer Institute in Contemporary Judaism, June 2016

8.Religion Amongst American Settlers
Presented at American University conference ‘How Jewish is the Jewish State?,” October 2014.

9.Settling in the Heart of Zion”: Garin Lev Zion and the Jewish-American Origins of the West Bank
Settlement of Tekoa since 1979:

Presented at the Oxford Israel Studies Seminar, February 2014 and the Association for Israel Studies

conference, June 2014.



10.Come on Home to Eretz Yisrael: Jewish Agency and World Zionist Programs for the Settlement of
Jewish-American Immigrants in the Occupied Territories, 1980-1985
Presented at the Association for Israel Studies conference, June 2013.

11.Raishit Geula: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin’s Jewish-American Garin and the Makings of Efrat, 1973-1987
Presented at the Israel Studies Workshop, Brandeis University, Jan. 2013, European Association of Israel
Studies, Sept. 2013, Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies David Patterson Lecture, Nov. 2013, the Tel
Aviv University New Perspectives on Settlements Conference, June 2014; SOAS Israel Studies Seminar,
January 2015; University of Manchester Jewish Studies Seminar, February 2015.

12. The Unsettled Question: An Introduction to the Israeli Settler Movement, 1967-2013

Presented at the Jackson Center for International Studies, Yale University, March 2013, Oxford Jewish Centre,
October 2013, Sidney Brichto London lecture, November 2013, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Dec. 2013,
Limmud UK, Dec. 2013, U.S. State Dept., April 2014, and Eurasia Group, May 2014.

Public Engagement and Media Activities:
Recent Selections of writing for popular press (will provide off-prints since 2010 on request):
o Israel Just Turned Israel-Skeptics into Israel Haters (Haaretz, July 2018)
(This is my most recent column, see a full list of regularly contributed articles at Haaretz.com)
e How Six Days in 1967 Shaped the Middle East (Council on Foreign Relations, May 2017)
e 50 Voices/50 Years: Anniversary of the 1967 War (Fathom Journal/ADL, May 2017)
e The Paradigm Shift in the West Bank (Tony Blair Faith Foundation, February 2017
[The latest in my regular column, on hiatus with book publication]
Israel’s American Terrorists (New York Times, September 2015)
The Rise of Zionism (BBC History Magazine, Fall 2015)
What’s Jewish About Jewish Extremism (Jewish Chronicle, August 2015)
The Chocolate Wars and the Angry Mizrachi Woman (Jewish Daily Forward, February 2015)
Debating the Arab-Israeli Conflict Demands Empathy, Not Just History,”
(Tablet Magazine/Jewcy, August 2014)
e A Kidnapping, Hijacked (Moment Magazine, July/August 2014)

Selection of Recent Public Appearances as Guest Lecturer (2013-2018)

Sami Rohr Prize in Jewish Literature Roundtable With the Authors (July 2018), Cape Town Jewish Literary
Festival (April 2018), Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture/Nachum Goldmann Fellowship Israel@70
Learning Series (April 2018), London Jewish Book Week (March 2018), Rothemere American Institute,
University of Oxford, Author Talk (February 2018), U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv — Scholar Series (January 2018),
Evan Luchard Lecture with Lord Mayor of Oxford (November 2018), Brandeis Summer Institute Speaker
Series (November 2018), BICOM-Fathom Book event (September 2018), Foundation for Middle East
Peace/Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (June 2017); Americans for Peace Now (June 2017);
BICOM-RUSI Six Day War Conference (March 2017); BICOM-Jewish News Israel Conference (December
2016); W1Z0O UK (November 2016); Limmud South Africa (August 2016); Limmud Jerusalem (August 2015);
Israel Studies Scholar-in-Residence, Limmud UK (2013-); Chatham House (regular appearances, 2013-) Oxford
Analytica Israel Chair (monthly, 2014-); New Israel Fund Conference (2013-); JW3 Lecture Series (2015-
present); London Jewish Book Week Moderator (2014-2015); Foreign and Commonwealth Office (regular
briefings, 2014-); Eurasia Group Briefing (May 2014), U.S. State Dept Briefing (April 2014); Sidney Brichto
Fellowship Inaugural Lecture-London (November 2013).



Radio Interviews:

Interview, New Books Network-Jewish Studies, February 2018
http://newbooksnetwork.com/sara-hirschhorn-city-on-a-hilltop-american-jews-and-the-israeli-settler-
movement-harvard-up-2017/

Interview, The Promised Podcast, December 2015
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/podcasts/1.694983

“Searching for Israel’s Culture of Democracy,” The Tel Aviv Review, TLV1 Radio, August 2014
http://tlvl.fm/arts-culture/the-tel-aviv-review/2014/08/08/searching-for-israels-culture-of-democracy-the-tel-
aviv-review/

I am also interviewed on regular occasions by BBC News (2015-), as well have appeared on NPR, Chai
FM/Jerusalem Post, Austria Radio 4, and KAN Israel about my research.

Television Appearances:
BBC Newshour, President Trump’s Announcement on the Status of Jerusalem, December 2017
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z6z9sx3tthq70ic/BBC_News_Channel-2017-12-07_14-05-39.mp4?dI=0

“Israel and the War on Religion,” Al-Jazeera, Inside Story, March 2014
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/insidestory/2014/03/israel-war-religion-201433131348221364.html

Academic Journal Review of My Book (to date):
American Historical Review (May 2018); H-Diplo (February 2018); Contemporary Jewry 37.3 (October 2017);
Reading Religion/AAR (October 2017); Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs 11.2 (September 2017);

Reviews and Press About My 2017 Book (Selections):
Nehemia Stern, “Life on a Hilltop,” Jewish Review of Books, Winter 2018
https://jewishreviewofbooks.com/articles/2934/life-on-a-hilltop/

Jacob Abolafia, “Does Jewish Logic Necessarily Lead to Israel?” [Review], Marginalia — LA Review of Books,
November 2017, https://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/jewish-logic-necessarily-lead-israel/

Martin Lockshin, “Inside the Minds of American Settlers,” Canadian Jewish News, 1 November 2017
http://www.cjnews.com/culture/books-and-authors/inside-minds-american-settlers

Joy Getnick, Review: City on a Hilltop: American Jews and the Israeli Settler Movement,
Jewish Book Council, September 2017 http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/city-on-a-hilltop-american-
jews-and-the-israeli-settler-movement

Tel Aviv Review, TLV1 Radio Podcast (interview with Gilad Halperin and Dahlia Schiendlin), “Upper West
Bank: The Story of American-Born Settlers,” 28 August 2017
https://tlv1l.fm/the-tel-aviv-review/2017/08/28/upper-west-bank-the-story-of-american-born-settlers/

Dan Seligson, “The Surprising History of Israeli Settlers,” Jewish Boston/CJP/Israel360, August 2017
https://www.jewishboston.com/the-surprising-history-of-israeli-settlers/ and Israel 360 Podcast (interview with
Dan Seligson), “Do You Think You Know Israeli Settlers?” August 2017 http://www.israel360.0org/amas/24

Yehuda Magid (with response from Sara Yael Hirschhorn), Book Review, Tikkun Magazine, August 2017
http://www.tikkun.org/nextgen/city-on-a-hilltop
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Jaideep A. Prabhu, Book Review: “From Progressive American Jews to Radical Israeli Settlers,” Swarajya
Magazine, 10 July 2017, https://swarajyamag.com/books/from-progressive-american-jews-to-radical-israeli-
settlers

Colin Shindler, “Books <> Zionism: Settlers - No Easy Stereotypes,” The Jewish Chronicle, 7 July 2017

Ronald Kronish, “Book Review: From New York to Tekoa,” Jerusalem Post Magazine, 16 June 2017
http://www.jpost.com/Magazine/From-New- Y ork-to-Tekoa-496951

Larry Derfner, “Book Review: From Selma to Settlements — How Progressive American Jews Morphed into
Hardline Israeli Settlers,” Haaretz, 3 June 2017 http://www.haaretz.com/life/books/.premium-1.793025

John Reed, “Books: The Six Day War — Israel Looks Back to 1967,” Financial Times, 1 June 2017
https://www.ft.com/content/02319254-463e-11e7-8d27-59b4dd6296b8

Michael Schulson, “How American Jews Became Israeli Settlers,” Religion & Politics, 30 May 2017
http://religionandpolitics.org/2017/05/30/how-american-jews-became-israeli-settlers/

Amanda Borschel-Dan, “How to Square a Circle: When Liberal American Jews Become Israeli Settlers,”
Times of Israel, 24 May 2017, http://www.timesofisrael.com/how-to-square-a-circle-when-liberal-american-
jews-become-israeli-settlers/

David Mikics, “Book Review: Are Right-Wing American Settlers Destroying Zionism?” Tablet Magazine,
23 May 2017 http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/books/235042/settlers-zionism-hirschhorn

Emma Green, “Israeli Settlers Weren’t Always So Religious, They Were Once Secular Hippies,”
The Atlantic, 22 May 2017
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/05/settlements-hirschhorn/526458/

Michael Schulson, “How an Orthodox Rabbi Became an Unlikely Ally of the Christian Right,”
Religion and Politics, 14 February 2017 http://religionandpolitics.org/2017/02/14/how-an-orthodox-rabbi-
became-an-unlikely-ally-of-the-christian-right/

Stephen Oryszczuk, “Former U.S. Envoy: | Haven’t a Clue What Trump Will Do With the Middle East,”
Jewish News/Times of Israel, 1 December 2016, http://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/dennis-ross-donald-trump/

Naomi Zeveloff, “Donald Trump’s Campaign is Famously Disorganized — Except in Occupied West Bank,
The Forward, 31 August 2016, http://forward.com/news/israel/348952/donald-trumps-campaign-is-famously-
disorganized-except-in-occupied-west-ban/

Amanda Borschel-Dan, “As Support Widens for Jewish Prayer on the Temple Mount, Should We Fear
Apocalyptic Consequences?,” Times of Israel, 28 April 2016, http://www.timesofisrael.com/as-support-widens-
for-jewish-prayer-on-temple-mount-should-we-fear-apocalyptic-consequences/

Piotr Smolar, “Israel, La Filiere Americaine des Colonies,” Le Monde, 23 March 2016
http://www.lemonde.fr/proche-orient/visuel/2016/03/23/la-filiere-americaine-des-colonies-
israeliennes 4888529 3218.html

Naomi Zeveloff, “The Radical New Face of the Jewish Settler Movement,” The Forward, 11 January 2016
http://forward.com/news/328981/the-radical-new-face-of-the-jewish-settler-movement/
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Alan Johnson, “Ultra-nationalism, Settlements, and Jewish Extremism: An Interview with Sara Hirschhorn,”
Fathom Journal, Autumn 2015, http://fathomjournal.org/ultra-nationalism-settlements-and-jewish-extremism-
an-interview-with-sara-hirschhorn/

Judy Maltz, “60, 000 American Jews Live in the West Bank, New Study Reveals,” Haaretz,
27 August 2015, http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.673358

Judy Maltz, “The Anglo Connection: Why Do So Many Jewish Terrorists Come From the English-Speaking
World?,” Haaretz, 31 December 2015, http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.694792

Michelle Chabin, “American ldeals Draw These U.S. Citizens to Settle in the West Bank,”

USA Today, 3 September 2015, http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/09/03/israel-west-bank-
americans/71575536/

Raphael Ahren, “The American Settler You Don’t Know: Research Finds West Bank Residents
Who Move From the United States Share More Ideological Roots with MLK Than
Moshe Levinger,” Haaretz, 7 October 2011.
http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/anglo-file/the-american-settler-you-don-t-know-1.388640
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